The Passing of Palmerston
and politician, Slidell. Late in the October or early in the November of 1861, these two envoys embarked at Havana on the British mail steamer Trent. During their passage they were violently intercepted by the American man-of-war, San Jacinto, commanded by Captain Wilkes ; they were then seized and shut up in one of the forts of Boston harbour. On 27th November the Trent reached Southampton. Lord John Russell lost not a moment in demanding from the American Government full reparation for a gross breach of international law and wanton affront to the British flasr.
o
Napoleon III., it has been seen, had already vainly appealed to England to make common cause with him against the North. All the European Powers now supported Great Britain in demanding the liberation of the envoys, and full apology for the outrage. There now came from the Washington Foreign Office an assurance that the commander of the San Jacintds action was unauthorised, and that the whole matter had the President's grave consideration. This was the last occasion on which Queen Victoria's husband took an active concern in English diplomacy. The public heard almost simultaneously of the Prince's death and the arrangement of the dispute. The next international charge brought against England by the North was that British shipping-yards were being made the naval base of the Confederacy. The navy which Mr Gladstone complimented Jefferson Davis on making, was built by British constructors. The most famous of several privateers, the Alabama, was practically an English vessel, the handiwork of the Lairds of Birken-head, paid for with money borrowed from English lenders; under the British flag it lured Federal crafts
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